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Volume 22 Issue 6! AMA #4143! June 2008

! Newsletter of the WRIGHT FLYERS R/C Club  

! Website:  www.joeld.net/wfrc

Meeting Highlights
 On Tuesday,  May 13th, the Wright Flyers held the 

monthly membership  meeting at the Montissippi 

Park Field.

 President Scott Leiferman called the meeting to 

order at  7:25 PM. There were three club officers 

present along with 4 club members. 

 The minutes from the April meeting were read and 

approved. There was no treasury report.       

 John Kossieck had checked the field for gopher 

activity before the meeting and found three fresh 

mounds. He found tunnels for two of the mounds 

and inserted some poison food pellets in them.

 Scott Leiferman reminded the assembly that we 

have not yet designated a date for a summer fun-fly 

picnic and we should plan to set a date in August at 

our next meeting if we want to continue this annual 

club event.

 Due to the cold and wind, the meeting was 

mercifully adjourned at 7:55 PM. 

Coming Events
MARCEE Electric Fly - This annual event is again 

being held at the 3M  R/C Flyers Club Field in 

Cottage Grove on June 20th through the 22nd. 

AMA is required to fly and registration is $10 for the 

event for MARCEE members and $15 for the rest of 

the world. The huge prize raffle drawing for 

registered pilots is at 3 PM on the 21st  and you 

The Wright Flyer

The next meeting is scheduled for 
7:00 PM on Tuesday, June 10th, 2008. 

It will be held at the 
Montissippi Flying Field. 

must be present to win. For details see the MARCEE 

website at www.marcee.org.

Electric Fly-in & Camp-out -  The TCRC Club is 

hosting a 2-day event starting on June 28th at their 

club field in Jordan. Check with the web site at 

www.tcrconline.com for details as they  become 

available.

Warbird Fly-in - The Anoka County R/C club is 

changing their pattern contest date to a warbird fly-in 

on June 28th at their club field in East Bethel. Check 

their web site for future details at: 

h t t p : / / w w w . m n i n t e r . n e t / ~ j s v a r e / a c r c /

ACRCHomepage.html.

FunScale Contest - The Anoka County R/C Club 

will hold a contest for scale R/C flying on July  12th 

at their field in East Bethel.  Check their web site for 

future details at http://www.mninter.net/~jsvare/acrc/

ACRCHomepage.html 

Montissippi Field update
 The entrance road has been graded from the main 

asphalt to the Hayes Field parking lot sometime the 

week of May 19th. This road had gotten to be a real 
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mess due to the late spring weather and use by 

whoever the park had thinning the trees in the area 

between the flying field and walking paths. 

Hopefully  our normal summer traffic will not tear it 

up now that it firm and smooth again.

 The grass is not recovering much from last 

summer’s dry season but the dandelions are lush and 

growing fast and furious. Garth Landefeld had 

mowed the field on the 16th of May  as the 

dandelion blossoms were coming into full bloom. 

Since then we have seen a couple of good rains and 

the dandelions are going to seed but the grass has not 

grown very much. 

 With a combination of John Kossieck’s work and 

maybe some luck, the gophers are not decimating the 

field as they  did last year. A lot  of work at the field 

cleanup day in April went into reclaiming the 

“gopher towns” that sprung up  last year on the 

runway.

Swap-a-Ganza Report
 On Sunday, May 18th, the Sky Hobby Shop, at 

7138 Chicago Ave South in Richfield, hosted a 

regular event in the parking area of a thinly 

populated strip mall on the 7100 block of Chicago 

Avenue.  It is commonly billed as a Swap-a-Ganza. 

 The event name seems to be somewhat of a 

misnomer. The “ganza” part  does seem appropriate. 

The number of people set up in the parking lot and 

the wares they had for sale/swap certainly overtakes 

the other local renown event in R/C commerce, the 

TCRC annual auction held every February right 

there in Richfield as well. By the 8 AM advertised 

start time, the entire block was inundated with 

vehicles, people and untold merchandise.  

 However, the “Swap” in the name really hasn’t 

much to do with the activity  unless you view money 

as a stand-in for R/C equipment. What we have here 

is a very big block or garage sale or more aptly  fly-

market. People roamed the venue with their little 

paper envelopes stuffed with cash from some ATM 

machine. In what might be a disconcerting note for 

the R/C hobby, there were way  more sellers than 

buyers throughout the 2-3 hour lifespan of this event. 

 From our WFRC club, four members were spotted 

in attendance, Dave Nims, Al Almundson, Mark 

Verbrugge and Leo Davids. As spread out as things 

were in this strip mall, its possible other of our 

members went unidentified. Leo and Mark were 

serious sellers and eventually were able to cut 

enough deals to make the trip worthwhile. In general 

though, many of the sellers left with most of what 

they  brought in.  It  appeared that not enough buyers, 

not enough good deals or unappealing nitro powered 

aircraft were factors in the inactivity. You come 

away with an impression that many are looking to 

switch to electric power aircraft and spread spectrum 

radios, so the market for older radios and nitro 

powered planes may have seen its better day.

Covering Idea
From the Caldwell Aeromodelers, Hildebran, North Carolina
By Vic Welland

 Have you ever wanted a graphic or picture for your 

model but didn’t want to spend a ton of money to 

have a custom sticker made? This technique, 

developed by Brian Ireland from the Frontier Fun 

Flyers of Alaska, allows you to have a detailed 

image made of several pieces, keeping them in their 

proper location to each other, while cutting them out 

and transferring them to your model. 

 Using your covering of choice, a piece of glass, 

Windex, razor or X-Acto blades, Glad Press’n Seal 

Wrap, and your normal covering tools, you can have 

the image you want with a steady hand and some 

time.

 Let’s begin by printing your image in the size you 

want on a regular piece of printer/copier paper. This 

is assuming your image will fit  on a standard sheet 

of paper, of course. I recommend you start  simple 

the first time out. 

 Spray some Windex onto the surface of the glass, 

be sure the glass is free of dust  and debris to keep 

things clean and bump free. Remove the backing 

from your covering and lay it down on top of the 

Windex and glass. Squeegee the excess Windex out 

so you have a good bump/bubble free piece of 

covering to work on. Let things dry for several 

hours.

 Tape the piece of paper with your image directly 
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over the covering and glass while being careful to 

not move things around and wrinkle the covering. 

 Here is where a steady hand and time come in. 

Carefully cut out the image with your razor or X-

Acto blade. It’s a bit easier if you start at the top and 

work down while working on the small fiddly  bits 

that need to be removed first.

 Once you are satisfied that you have the image cut 

out you should be able to see what your piece(s) will 

look like as they are located on the glass plate. 

 Here is the cool part. Using a piece of Press’n Seal, 

cover your image completely and press it  down with 

some form of straight edge (credit cards work great). 

Gently  peel the whole thing off the glass. The 

Press’n Seal will hold your covering in location and 

allow you to move it to your model.

 Again apply Windex to your clean, dust-free model 

followed by placing your Press’n Seal/image 

assembly  in the desired location. Squeegee the 

excess Windex and bubbles out as you did when you 

put the covering on the glass sheet. Allow to dry for 

several hours.

 After a reasonable period of time (overnight is 

recommended) using your heat gun on low heat, 

gently play the heat  onto the Press’n Seal to get it to 

release from your model’s covering and the covering 

your image is made of. You should now have your 

image securely located on your model and looking 

great! It’s recommended that you go back over the 

edges with some trim solvent or acetone to ensure a 

good bond.

      

 This idea has been condensed from several posts in 

RC Universe by Vic W. The thread can be found at 

http://www.rcuniverse.com/forum/m_6686800/

a n c h o r s _ 6 8 6 7 1 6 8 / m p a g e _ 2 / a n c h o r /

tm.htm#6867168.

 Watch the YouTube tutorial by Brian Ireland at 

http://youtube.com/watch?v=8NhLZ-4V1pM.

TIPS AND TRICKS
Keep Your Parts in Place

 Ever had the prop nut, washer, and propeller fly off 
while airborne? Ever heard that sickening “crack!” when 
you touch the starter to the engine and then spend the 
next  hour looking for the prop nut in the tall weeds? Well, 
try this solution: 
 Put  an o-ring on the end of the engine crank shaft after 
you get everything secured. It  may keep the prop nut 
from spinning all the way off next time your engine 
decides to be cantankerous. 
 By the way, I hope you have been around long enough 
to know that propellers, especially the wooden kind, 
compress after being subjected to tightening down of the 
prop nut. That’s why you see so many coming loose early 
Saturday morning at  the field. What  was tight  for the last 
flight on Sunday ain’t tight a week later. Check ‘em!
 From the Beachmasters R/C Club, Ocean Park, West 
Virginia

Electric Screwdriver Drill Bits

 I’m sure by now everyone has an electric screwdriver 
in his or her tool box, but did you know that  you could 
also use these handy little devils as a drill? Sears, and I 
am sure other hardware stores, handle this item. What 
they are are different size drill bits welded to hex shanks 
ends. You simply slip the hex shaft  into any electric 
screwdriver and drill away. These are great for drilling in 
tight places or through delicate material. They are slow 
enough so you won’t drill too far and powerful enough to 
drill through most materials.

Small Spring Clamps

 Another item I found at  Sears was small spring-loaded 
clamps. Besides clamping stuff, I use these and a couple 
strips of wood to center rudders and elevators. Simply 
place two strips of wood across the elevator and 
stabilizer: one on top and the other on the bottom. Clamp 
them in place. Center your servo arm and connect the 
control rod from the elevator to the servo arm. Tada! The 
elevator is now centered with the servo. Repeat on the 
elevator.
 Both from the Prop Masters R/C Club, Downers Grove, 
Illinois

Engine Oil Removal

 Another way to clean baked-on oil from an engine is to 
boil the stripped parts in a pan of water with a handful of 

http://youtube.com/watch?v=8NhLZ-4V1pM
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http://www.rcuniverse.com/forum/m_6686800/anchors_6867168/mpage_2/anchor/tm.htm#6867168
http://www.rcuniverse.com/forum/m_6686800/anchors_6867168/mpage_2/anchor/tm.htm#6867168
http://www.rcuniverse.com/forum/m_6686800/anchors_6867168/mpage_2/anchor/tm.htm#6867168
http://www.rcuniverse.com/forum/m_6686800/anchors_6867168/mpage_2/anchor/tm.htm#6867168
http://youtube.com/watch?v=8NhLZ-4V1pM


4

In This Issue

!Meeting Highlights

!Coming Events

!  Montissippi Field update

! Swap-a-Ganza Report

!Covering Idea

! Tips and Tricks

2008 Club Officers
.............. .................Pres Scott Leiferman 763-682-2707
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..... .................Safety Off Garth Landefeld 763-497-5828

...... ........................News Ed Jean Davids 763-263-3577

If you have news or ideas for articles you would 

like to see, you can email me at 

jedavids@charter.net 

Or call me at 763-263-3577.  Jean Davids

Café Express 
Want club logo apparel & other items? Shop here: 

http://www.cafepress.com/wrightflyersrc. 

clothes washing powder. It does a great job, but  smells 
horrible!
From the Endless Mountains R/C Flying Club, South 
Montrose, Pennsylvania

When a Little Makeup Will Help

 A lot of us weigh and grade our balsa when we bring it  
home. Like a lot of modelers, I’ll use a pen or magic 
marker and write the weight  of the sheet in grams, and 
the density in pounds per cubic foot  on one end of a 3 x 
36 sheet  of balsa. Every now and then I won’t notice the 
black mark on the back side of the strip of balsa or on a 
former or rib until it’s glued into place. My experience is 
that those marks are tough to sand out.
 Reader Mike Moskow in Maryland builds beautiful 
rubber scale models. He has a solution for those black 
marks in the wrong places. He suggests that you go to an 
art  supply store and get a tube of titanium oxide white 
artist’s paint. It  will cover all other colors and when dry, 
is a near match for balsa. 

 He says that  you can use it  to cover laser burns as 
well. Using it for that  purpose may save you a lot of 
time expended in either bleaching or sanding the laser 
burn off kit parts. But  you’ll still need to sand the laser 
burn off the joint areas because glue doesn’t stick as 
well to the laser-burned material as it  does to bare wood. 
Using the titanium oxide should speed construction on 
laser-cut kits.
 From the Southern California Ignition Flyers, 
Glendale, California

http://www.cafepress.com/wrightflyersrc
mailto:jedavids@charter.net
mailto:jedavids@charter.net
http://www.cafepress.com/wrightflyersrc

